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Information on the ori^'inal an -.rell as the present distribution of
various gaiie Gpecies is indispens?.l)lo to the ^^arie teclmician who is work-
ing for the increase of v/ildlife en rn are--.. Attempts to introduce or
propagate ^p-ne tirds and narisals cut side their n: tural ranges usually end
in failure or expensivo and doubtful success, although there are notable
exceptions, wildlif e-inana::eiient .practice,-? therofcre should to a large ex-
tent have to do with species that occur or have occurred in the region.
This leaflet is designed to s-onmarir^s in convonicnt lorn information on the
former arid present distribution of certain gav.c birds in the United States,
for use by federal, Stato, and private v.-orkors on game problems.

It is generally recognized that ranges are not stable, but are continu-
ally changing. The rapid spread of the English smrro-r and the li-jiropear
starling after their introduction into the United. States, the a-o-oearance of
the ring-necked dack as a nesting bird in I^aine, and the s-oread of f'-e
prairie chicken northwesterly are striking cxa::n'.olcs of recent extensions in
range,

ihe extinction of the passenger pigeon anr' the heath hen and the great
reduction in the breeding area of the tru'ipeter s:7an ai-e extrenc i^ lustra-
tions of roductions in rynge that h-ve taken place.

In the case of v;aterfowl, tne drainage of sloughs, T)onds, and lakes for
cultivation and mosquito control has eliminated manv of the former breeding
areas. Drought, portially the result of unwise drainage, has f-orther re-
duced the ranges of many species, and as a direct rcs'alt of lowered water
levels botulism has taken its toll of the di-anishcd v.'aterfowl TDor^olaticn.
Market hunting, spring shooting, and other ^j:isr.ortsmanlikc practices did
not permit sufficient n-^bcrs of birds to return to the breeding grounds,
and because of continued shooting over the same waters, lead r^oisoning be-came prevalent. In coastal ai'eas oil pollution took a hocv^^ toll, and in



the case of the trsxit , failm-e cf thB food supply played an -unexpected part.

Destruction of nestintr- sites and reduction in the n^oinher of hirds returning

to hrGcd could have but one results—reduction in rsnge.

i'^ort-.matoly there have DCGn factors that have encouraged some species

of raterfovv'l to nest heyond the linits of their former ranges. Large ref-

uges established by the Federal G-overrunent and many other areas under State
__

or private control have been the most nota.ble factors, but irrigation proj-

ects and vrater-power impoimcTmcnts also have provided now nesting sites.

These additional habita,ts, hov;cvor,' are insignif ic:..nt compared v-ith the

vast areas th^t have been destroyed.

Among upland gajne species, also, ranges have been reduced by settlement

nxid cultivation. Market hunting and shooting for sport diu-'ing an open season

that extended into the breeding period or that opened before the young birds
v/erc fullj?- grown oliminatod species from some areas and reduced their n-ombcrs

clsoi^hcre. Also taking their toll of uplajid species v/ere disease and in-

clement weother conditions.

Settlement and changes in agriciiltixal practices,, inimical to the in-
terests of some upland game species, have enabled oth..rs to occupy new terri-
tory, the extension cf the prairie chicken northwesterly being an example.
Introduction of game birds into nor localities also has resulted in an in-
creased ran;:o for some species, altho^^igh in most cases this practice has ended
in failure.

Through the accompanying series of 37 maps (pp. 3-2l) , an attempt is
made to picture the original breeding range or the area occupied oir the birds
before the disturbing hand of man was active to any great e;;:tent. To contrast
original and current conditions, the present range a.lso is given. In some
cases this illustrates the success attained in preserving the "ancestral"
range, but in too rnsny instances it illustrates the depletion that has oc-
curred in the ranks of vdldlife.

Undoubtedly the maps are incomplete for seme species, although no at-
tempt nas been made to shov/ sxcidental or occasional records. To supplement
known facts, r;ith a view to making the information miore generally available,
additional data are requested from all field workers. Since mr-ny nonbreed-
5.ng birds, especially ducks, are frequently seen during the breeding season
in areas where it is Imcwn that they do not nest, all breeding records should
be substantiated by reports on the location of a nest with eggs or on the
observation of young incapable of flight. A definite' locality and date
shon.ld alwo.ys bo given, with any other pertinent data. Through this cooper-
action it is hoped that a„ more exact knowledge of the pa.st and present distri-
bution and populo.t ion trends of our game birds may be 'obtained.
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