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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS -THE RATCLIFF FAMILY
By Marilyn Markel

It is always a pleasure to wel- of the landscape and the night children are happy with their
come a new family to the sky. Wendy tells a story of a day of new home, too. They enjoy hik-
Mi mbres and t hat lagdraewehertoeir dirt rbag ing and look forward to camp-
true for the Ratcliff family - turned into a river and the kids ing in the Gila. Joshua likes
Derek, Wendy, Alexis and went out to play in the water. trains and most anything with
Joshua. The Ratcliffs moved to Wendy says. 0Joshuwheaend .AlHexdiss consi 0
the Valley about a year ago were covered from head to toe in an engineer when he grows up.
from El Paso when Derek be- mud i you could only see the He also likes geography and
came the manager of the Sil- whites of their eyes and white earth studies. Alexis loves to
ver City Walgreens. Derek was read and likes art. Her room is
an assistant manager at an El filled with books and writing

Paso Walgreens for four years
and is also a pharmacy techni-
cian. He says he likes to help
people, and working at
Walgreens gives him lots of
opportunities to be of help to
the people in our community.
Wendy home schools their
daughter Alexis, 14, and son
Joshua, 10. Wendy says she
likes to help animals and has

may be in her future. She has
already attended a literary
camp in Texas.

Both Derek and Wendy are di-

vers and dive instructors. The

two met when they both lived in

Okl ahoma. oWhen we
married and talked about some

of the things we would like to

do with our lives Derek told me

rescued many cats and dogs The Ratcliff Family - left to right he wanted to learn
over the years. They have two Joshua, Wendy, Alexis, and Derek says Wendy. Derek grew up on

dogsfi | was greeted by Tabby, Photo courtesy of Derek Ratcliff the Texas coast near Houston

their exuberantly friendly and spent lots of time at the

miniature poodle. teeth.6 She took a3MhReekleamnedhqyto

dive in lakes and pools while in
Oklahoma. At that time, he
worked for American Airlines

laughed until she cried because
she was so happy to see her kids

able to experience the kind of fun i
ite i h b she remembers from her child- and was awarded a trip to Ha-
ife in the country would be. hood. She says every time she waii and got to dive in the Pa-

But they have all had what | ooks at that pic tcific. Wendy degided sh% tpo, ¢
wendy calls theiyg, oWOWO, Moy \j mp (Wanted to Bepyliver after 5 ¢t
ments when they have each | want for my kid Jwatching Derek sgwgnpngg_be- o1 n

experienced times when they El Paso they coul Onﬁagwllhe (Hﬁstgl 9Iearowl§1t[ars i de
know they made the right because of the traffic. even in the among the fish and other sea

(I\:/Ihmge Wh‘|e'2 thely mor\]/eotl)to residential area we lived in. It was creatures. Here in New Mexico
Imbres. They love the beauty i st t oo danger ous .céntindedirage®at cl i f f

Always having lived in big cit-
ies like Houston and El Paso,
the family was not sure how
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SUSTAINABILITY - By Franz Raiter
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GARDENING TIPS FOR SEPTEMBER

By: Sharlene Grunerud - Mimbres Farms Greenhouse
About this time every year | start the bulbs. Water the bulb bed sev- ging them up by mistake during
studying the flower bulb catalogs eral days before planting, making their long dormancy period.

and every year | put off ordering sure to moisten the soil to a depth Moving bulbs from one place to
because | dondt haof®l2inthes. ti me or another entails digging them up
energy to prepare the beds correct- soon after the blossoms and
ly in time for planting. This could leaves have shriveled up in late
be the year | follow through on all humans to some degree, but then spring or early summer, and stor-
that planning, ordering hundreds again some such as tulips, are a ing them until late fall pIanting
of fall planted/spring blooming de | lcacy to _gop he Mtithe. l'ove redd
bulbs such as daffodils, tulips, cro- ~ Daffodils and alliums, which in- _

Garlic should be planted much

cus and hyacinths in anticipation of X
. like fall planted flower bulbs.

a bright colorful display that will

last for many springs to come. - The sepgrated cloves sh.ould be
planted in an area of their own,

_ because after the leaves start

= turning brown, watering should

# be completely stopped for two

| weeks before digging them up in

June. The edible flower heads,

which are called scapes, should

be removed soon after developing

S0 energy is directed to the bulb.

Most flower bulbs are poisonous to

t hat

Fall planted bulbs should be in
their beds no later than the end of
October. Bulbs can be planted as
late as December but flowering will
not be as rewarding.

It is a mistake to apply fresh ani-
mal manure to soil in which bulbs
or plants are to be planted. Not
only will the high nitrogen and Although difficult to do in a small
urea levels in freghe cMRL dhfiicaid oﬁcﬁ\é‘, r n 6 garden space, planting green ma-
tender, emerging roots, it takes nu- deter gophers and are good bulbs nure crops is an excellent way to
trier_mts out of the soil while d(_ecom- to plant around other bulbs that builgl both sqil f_ertility anc_j or-
posing. However, on poor, light gophers will eat. If you have a se- ganic material in your soil. As |
ground, well -decayed manure or, rious gopher problem AND a seri- have mentioned having a rota-
better yet, rich compost is benefi- ous desire to plant bulbs, you tion in your garden or field is im-
cial. Bulb beds should be dug to a might consider lining your bulb portant to avoid pest and disease
depth of at least 9 -12 inches. An- bed with poultry wire or hardware build up in an area by planting

%

Photo courtesy of Sharlene Grunerud

other natural fertilizer that pro- cloth. the same crops for many years in
motes flower growth is bone meal, a row. Planting a green manure
which is scattered on the soil at the If you are planting bulbs in and crop should be introduced into
rate of 2 oz. per square yard and around other plants in your gar- this rotation. Several of the

forked in before the bulbs are den, it is a good idea to mark them green manure crops we have suc-
pl anted or o0scr at cwitealbightly colod stick e olé o i Icessfullyimplemented into our

at the bottom of the bed, just below plant label to help you avoid dig- )
Continued Page 16
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GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MIMBRES VALLEY

After attending the New Mexico Film Office Silver
City Town Hall meeting in November 2013, Glenn
Tolhurst and Mike Barragree found they had a
common objective and created Mimbres Film LLC
in January 2014. Both Glenn and Mike operate as
Location Scouts and Location Managers.

Mimbres Film LLC is a marketing consultant
company promoting southwestern New Mexico
properties, businesses, and residents to the film

—ge

industry with the objective of
attracting film projects to the
region creating local job op-
portunities and stimulating
economic growth.

At the present time the ma-
jority of film projects are in
the Santa Fe and Albuquer-
gue areas where there is a
larger population providing
more amenities and support
for film projects.

New Mexico, with its attrac-
tive tax incentives, is becom-
ing the new Hollywood and
the focus is on film and me-
dia development from the big
screen to electronic media.

Television series offer long -
term commitments to an area
providing extensive and ex-

pansive business revenues plus tax revenues for

the entire area.

Mimbres Film is developing a database of area

AND ITS RESIDENTS

our area more attractive to the film industry.
They also work with local landowners making ar-
rangements for property rental for film locations.
Some people might like to be a participant in a
film, or want to learn a film crew skill like grip,
sound man, costume desi
construction, electrical, plumbing, veterinarian,
biologist, horse wrangler are just a few of the op-
portunities. Actors and extras are always need-
ed, watch for casting calls!

On August 10, 2014 a film crew

shot scenes on a local ranch to

gscomplete their

This short film will be shown at

& the White Sands International

& Film Festival in Las Cruces at

1:00 pm on September 4,

&84 Check www.wsiff.com for more
@ information.

8% The film industry is showing an
interest in our region and

I Mimbres Film is receiving mul-
tiple inquiries about filming lo-
cations. Mimbres Film has the
full support of the New Mexico
Film Office, Southwest New

x ' Mexico Council of Governments,
A e R AR ST ANy ) 1 Catron, Grant, Hidalgo and Lu-

Film crew shooting scenesfor 0 Bu f f a | “&‘&9_““‘3{ _gov_ernments and_
Picture courtesy of Glenn Tolhursh municipalities in those counties.

For more information and in-

quiries contact: www.mimbresfilm.com

Mike Barragree at 575 -313-7550
Glenn Tolhurst at 575 -590-1346

vendors and support services providers to make

PAGE7
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Thursdays from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm
New Location Valle Mimbres Market parking lot

Far mers® Market vouchers will be given away at the c«Hmmo
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Will you be needing an
ambulance?

We hope not for a
surprising reason!

For the last approximately 20
years Gila Regional EMS sup-
ported the local needs for ambu-
lance by paying local residents
for each call they take. This is
no longer the case. There are
three EMTs that live full -time in
the Mimbres Valley and volun-
teer to respond. This is not
enough staff to maintain an am-
bulance. At this point when an
ambulance is needed in the
Mimbres Valley and up to Sapil-
lo district you may get a first re-
sponse from a local EMT that
can begin care while you wait for
an ambulance to respond from
Silver City. Is this ok? We sug-
gest that it is not.

Volunteering is a noble effort
that has historically been a
strong part of the American cul-
ture and a sense of civic pride.
Now for several proposed rea-
sons this is not the case. Some
suggest that demands on family
are increasing and everyone in
the house needs a job.

There is no question that the
training demands have in-
creased over the years. EMS has

MIMBRES MESSENGER

come from providing simple first
aid and a ride to the hospital to
a very complex set of skills that
require additional initial train-
ing as well as on -going refresh-
ers.

This is a nationwide issue. Am-
bulances have closed down in
New York and New Jersey and
are in jeopardy across the coun-
try. So why not just have a paid
staff? This can be a complicated
guestion but to keep it simple,
the volumes generated by the
population of Mimbres Valley

will not financially support a full
-time paid ambulance. Economy
of scale is a real issue.

What is a solution? We need
more volunteers that are willing
to focus some civic pride in the
EMS field. This will require
successfully completing the med-
ical training and qualifying to
operate the ambulance. The
more volunteers that are availa-
ble the fewer demands on each
individual. It takes an ambu-
lance minimally 25 minutes to
get from Silver City to the
Mimbres Valley, is this ok with
you?

For more information on EMT
training contact Troy Lane at
Gila Regional EMS, 575 -538-
2241

Yo
S

5Ft S

aAi
oAt

NSé + f|f Sé
+SGSNAYIINE { B
/ 0 NB|l Y a

p T-p O-@

ﬂqrﬂfwﬂ‘nfﬁf,!1pw

e
CH®

PAGES

LOCAL CHURCHE$

MIMBRES UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
2622 Highway 35 in

Mimbres

(Next to the

Pastor Michael Brunk
575-313-5806

We invite you to join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:15 AM

Open Hearts ~ Open Minds ~ Open Doors

CATHOLIC
SERVICES

San Lorenzo Mission
Every Sunday at 9:30 am

San Juan Mission
Alternate Saturdays at 3:30 p.m

San Jose Mission

in Fa(}/wood
Alternate Saturdays at 3:30 pm

For information regarding San Juan and
San Jose services call 537-3691

RI O MI MBRHR|
BAPTI ST CH
Mi mbres Cactus DVH'

5753%543

Nursery provided

Bi ble Study 9:
Wednesday Worship
Where everyone is

1 | e

TEAMKIDS AND YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 PM

S NBA QST 1.

Phone:5395545l3
|l aceofjadeknigh
29 Mi mbres
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Senior Center
Menu

P.S. We know that September

S
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mi sspell ed, but thi-¢Ed) s

The Mimbres Senior Center
LVQ-W MXVW IRU "2/'")2/.6u

Anyone of any age may use the
POOL TABLES
FREE LENDING LIBRARY
THE THRIFT SHOP (by donation)
WATCH THE FREE MOVIES
FREE WI -FI
Open 8:30 am to 2:00 pm

Lunch is available at 11:30 pm for anyone 60 or
over (or if their spouse is 60+)
Suggested donation $2.25

Anyone interested
We can arrange

i n
to

a A Mi

car

Emai

mbres Valley Dayao
pool , have | unch,
any birthdaysaf 8UNt daymont h
Anyone interested
make arrangement s:

pl ease contact Sal

Pararito@gmail

MI MBRES VALLEY DAY I N PALOMAS
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