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MIMBRES MESSENGER
Mimbres History - By Grace Williams
Mike Disert and the Lower Mimbres Volunteer Fire Department
In mid-March I had the chance to visit with Mike and
his daughter, Kellie in the south Mimbres. We laughed
a lot as he remembered his life here in the valley and
talked about his “hobby” the Lower Mimbres Volunteer
Fire Department (VFD). Mike and his wife Gladys
moved to the Mimbres Valley from Colorado in 1973.
They followed Mike’s Dad with their young family, children Janet, Kellie, and Dean to start the Disert Ranch.

Mike referred to it as a partnership ranch. They lived in
the Perrault house behind the current Lower Mimbres
VFD station on highway 61. After ranching for 18 years
they sold the ranch to the Nature Conservancy and
moved to his current location, an oasis of trees he
planted and flowers he grew. Kellie told me that she
got her green thumb from her father.
I ask Mike how the valley seemed different to him from
the 1970s when they arrived to current times. He described the valley now as “lots more people, lots more
houses.” “Back then there was no Casas Adobes, in fact
that area was irrigated and the Bounds family grew
alfalfa, and north of the Forest Service station on highway 35 there were almost no homes” he remembered.
In 1974 there were no fire stations in the entire valley.

If there was a fire the Bayard VFD responded. What really
got Mike and others thinking about the need for a fire department was when a fire started on the Harrington
Ranch. Everybody realized how vulnerable he or she was
to losing everything they had to a fire.
Mike got together with Walter Hamilton and they decided
something had to be done. Walter started the Upper
Mimbres VFD and Mike started the Lower VFD. Mike said,
“we had the San Juan 4-H kids canvas every home in the
valley from City of Rocks to Camp Thunderbird” about the
need for volunteer fire departments in the valley. Kellie
remembered, “I was 10 years old at the time and we were
going up to this one house, just us kids and the owner’s
dog was barking at us. I kept telling the other kids that dog
is going to bite” and sure enough the dog ended up nipping Kellie on her behind.
Mike remembered
going to the Grant
County Commissioners for financial
help. He said, “David
Dias was the Chairman then”. They
approved $300 to

help start the fire departments. The Lower
Mimbres VFD started
with a 1939 fire truck
that they were “given
or we got for cheap”
from the Pinos Altos
VFD. This truck was
originally stationed in the fire department of the Lordsburg Internment POW Camp. He told me where the truck
Continued on Page 3– Mike Disert
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
By: Anna Willhite
We welcome May as it puts us farther
and farther away from freezing temperatures and increases hopes for successful (i.e. non-frozen) summer crops and
plantings. These warmer, sunny days
inspire getting outside, sometimes despite the winds. Forget spring cleaning,
get outside and dig in the dirt.
Ever hopeful that this warm trend will
continue, the Mimbres Booster Club is
holding its Second Annual Plant Sale
May 13 to 15 at the Roundup Lodge and
will be offering flowering and garden
plants, house plants and many other
varieties of living things along with garden accessories.
Although it may seem early to those not
involved, the Mimbres Valley Health Action League (MVHAL) has already held
its first planning meeting for the Harvest
Festival, which will be October 1st this
year. There will be subsequent planning
meetings, which will be announced as
soon as firm dates are set. Grace Wil-

liams has generously agreed to act as Chairman of the Harvest Festival Committee
again. For additional information, contact
Grace or other officers of MVHAL. The Festival is an enormous undertaking and requires the efforts and participation of many.
It is also a fun and rewarding experience for
participants. There are jobs for virtually
everyone - seriously consider joining the
MVHAL Harvest Festival committee this
year.
A good way to learn what MVHAL is all
about and to see what is involved in planning and executing the Harvest Festival is to
attend the Annual Membership Meeting.
Anyone interested in local happenings and
MVHAL projects is invited. (The Messenger
is but one of many community projects
sponsored by MVHAL.) The meeting includes dinner and an opportunity to meet
the hard-working members who will be responsible for the Harvest Festival and other
worthwhile community activities. Wednesday, May 11th at 6:00 pm at the Roundup
Lodge.
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Thanks to the vision, generosity, and
hard work of Cindy Lee, plans are in the
works for a new museum in Mimbres.
Cindy owns what used to be the W. H.
Acklin Store located just past the Roundup Lodge at 87 Acklin Hill Road. She is
working hard at refurbishing the downstairs to house a new museum for the
residents and tourists of the Mimbres
Valley.
During the 1920’s, the store was owned
and operated by Henry Acklin. After the
store closed in the late 70’s it was rented for a period of time and then purchased by the Santa Fe Mountain Company, an outward bound type of organization to help teens. It was then purchased by the Lees and housed their
taxidermy business. The building is on
The National Registry of Historic Places.
Do you remember the old Acklin Store?

You can send your written memories, stories, copies of photos, or other items of interest to be included in the Mimbres Museum to Cindy Lee, 87 Acklin Hill Road, San
Lorenzo, NM 88041. Cindy is collecting local artifacts, memorabilia, and written history of the area and particularly the Acklin
Store to be included in the museum. If you
have a written memory or story, you can
contact Cindy at acklinstorememories@gmail.com. If you have an item you
would like to donate or just can’t put your
story down on paper, you can call Cindy at
575-590-2134.
Cindy is a teacher and will therefore have
more time in the summer than in the fall
and winter to devote to this wonderful
community project. We should all get behind Cindy and help her in any way we can
with this great new addition to the
Mimbres Valley.
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Cont. from Page 1 - Mike Disert

is now and I took pictures on my way home. Mike said,
“if you look real close, where some of the red paint is
wearing off, you can see the military khaki colored paint
underneath”.
I ask, “you got a truck, what about a firehouse?” He
laughed and responded, “we kept the fire truck in the
Fire Chief Ray York’s front yard.” It was several more
years before they had enough money to build a firehouse. I learned that all the men involved in the early
days of the Lower Mimbres VFD had experience through
their work in construction, welding, carpentry and other
valuable trades for building something. This helped a lot
because they did not have the money to hire out the job
of building their firehouse. Mike continued, “Jimmy Taylor was a welder and under the direction of Ray York
built the substructure of the building out of steel.” The
firehouse sits on property donated by the Disert Ranch
family. At about the same time, Walter Hamilton and
Walter Lindley were building up the Upper Mimbres
VFD.
Mike talked about how the volunteers were notified
about fires before they had hand held radios. If you are
driving by the Lower Mimbres VFD you might notice a
very large old style siren on or near the building. This
siren was used to send out a message about any fires.
Mike said, “ one blast meant the fire was in the south
part of the valley, and two blasts meant the fire was in
the north.” He added, “you never were outside the
building when that siren was sounded because it would
damage your ears.” The dividing line was the road that
went from San Lorenzo village to Acklin hill. He then told
me that if a fire was along that dividing line into and
including San Lorenzo both departments covered the
fire.
Next came the red phones. A red phone was installed in
the volunteers’ homes and when the dispatcher, who
was Terry Oliver at the time, got word of a fire she
called every house. As we talked I realized that Mike
would mention people and most times include the person’s spouse such as Jimmy and Janie Taylor or Dick and
Jane Thompson or Walter and Bonnie Hamilton. I asked
Mike, “The fire department was a family affair, wasn’t
it?” He responded, “there were men who were a part of
starting these fire departments who did not want women involved”. He then said, “I would tell them, women,
they can fight fires!” Families fought fires and at one
time there were 3 generations of Diserts on the Lower
Mimbres VFD.
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Back then there was no protective clothing, no boots, helmets and any they got were usually hand-me-downs donated from other departments. Kellie remembered as a
child helping stamp out a small grass fire with her sneakers
when “the bottom of my shoes started to melt.” At another time they were donated neon orange coveralls to wear.
Mike laughed and said, “at least you could see everybody
even far away”. Bayard VFD donated their first fire coats.
Oh and what about this: he told me about the 3,000 gallon
International Tanker truck “with a 10-speed road ranger
transmission that could be driven up Acklin hill at 60 miles
per hour, fully loaded”. Just imagine the sight of that coming up the hill at you!
Mike was Chairman of the local Rural Fire Chief’s Association for what he thinks was about 3 years. During that
time he was part of the advocacy movement to get retirement for volunteer firefighters in New Mexico. Established
in 1983, the Volunteer Firefighters Retirement Act applies
to volunteer non-salaried firefighters who: are listed as an
active member on the rolls of a fire department, and;
whose first year of service credit was earned during or
after the year they turned 16 years old and who put in 10
or more years of volunteer service. Retirement age is 55.
(borrowed from nmpera.org)
As I listened and asked questions I recognized the community-minded leadership that Mike exhibited in those days.
He put in 17 years of service with the Lower Mimbres VFD.
I also heard him praise all the others who came forward
with him to make the Lower and Upper Mimbres Volunteer Fire Departments come into being. As our talk was
coming to an end, Kellie chimed in, “neighbors saw a problem and came together and solved it as best they could.” I
came to the conclusion that these early volunteers gave
tons of their time and their labor to make this happen.
They worked hard, they teased and played tricks on each
other, they helped take care of each other, they probably
had disagreements but in the end they made it work.
One last thing, I asked Mike if he had any words of caution
as we move into our dry and windy spring. “Keep your
matches in your pocket and remember grass as short as an
inch high can burn.” On that note I want to thank Mike for
his service and for sitting and talking with me about this
history of the Lower Mimbres VFD.
The fire departments in our valley are the Lower Mimbres
VFD, the Upper Mimbres VFD and at Lake Roberts is the
Sapillo Creek VFD. These departments are made up of volunteers who are your neighbors. Find your way to support
them.
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CINCO de MAYO Historical Notes by John Ginet
In 1862, Mexico was embroiled in turmoil between the conservatives (the
wealthy landowners, the church) and
the liberals (the middle class, the
mixed bloods and the Indians). The
economy was in ruins and the nation
was unable to pay its debts to England, Spain and France. The United
States was sympathetic to the liberal
cause, but was totally occupied with
the Civil War and unable to come to
the aid of Mexico.
Napoleon, III of France had been led
to believe that the Mexican people
would welcome a European monarch
and sent 6,000 French troops to Vera
Cruz. Napleon wanted to add to the
French Empire and also help the cause
of the American Confederacy by selling arms to them.
Mexico was not receptive to a European monarch. On the Fifth of May,
1862, four thousand disorganized and

poorly-armed Mexican militia met and
defeated the French at Puebla, southeast of the capital, and pushed them
back to Vera Cruz on the coast.
Napoleon was outraged at this humiliating defeat since the French military
was one of the strongest in the world.
Without the support of the French
people, in 1864 Napoleon sent another 28,000 French troops to Mexico.
These troops were successful in taking
central Mexico and establishing Maximilian and Carlotta, European Hapsburgs, as emperor and empress of
Mexico.
Benito Juarez, who was the legitimate, liberal president, was forced
into exile and continued to resist the
French for three more years. When
the US Civil War ended and the United States began to provide Juarez
with arms and sent US Navy ships to
the Gulf coast, the French withdrew,

CINCO de MAYO
En el año 1862, México estaba envuelto en una turbulencia entre los conservadores y los liberales. Los liberales
eran la gente de la clase trabajadora,
de diferentes razas y la gente indígena.
La gente afluente con terreno y la iglesia son los conservadores. La economía
estaba in las ruinas y el país no podía
pagar las deudas a Inglaterra, España, y
Francia. Los Estados Unidos eran simpáticos a la causa liberal pero en este
tiempo estaban ocupados con la guerra civil y no pudieron ayudar.
Napoleón III de Francia había pensado
que la gente mexicana iba a aceptar a
un monarca europeo and mando 6,000
soldados a Veracruz. Él quiso agregarle
al monarca francés y al mismo tiempo
ayudar a los Estados Confederados de
América con la venta de las armas.
México resistió el monarca europeo.
En el Cinco de Mayo, 1862, cuatro mil
guerrilleros mexicanos con muy pocas
armas e igual de organización, se jun-

leaving Maximilian without support.
Maximilian was captured, and in
1867 was executed.
There are several interesting cultural remnants of the short-lived Maximilian reign. One example is mariachi, from the French word mariage
(marriage). Maximilian liked to have
this music at court weddings.
Cinco de Mayo, the date of the improbable initial ouster of the French
by outnumbered and poorly-armed
Mexicans, marked the beginning of
continued strife which restored
Mexico to governance by its own
people and is celebrated in Puebla
and along the US Border States as a
demonstration of Mexican culture
and pride.
Mexican Independence Day, which
celebrates Mexican independence
from Spain was on September 16,
1821.

By John Ginet with Translation by Ana Kishbaugh

taron para vencer al ejército francés en Aunque Maximiliano estuvo en
la ciudad de Puebla y los empujaron
poder poco tiempo, él dejó su eshasta la ciudad costal de Veracruz.
tampa cultural en México. Por
ejemplo, la palabra mariachi es un
Napoleón fue humillado por esta dederivativo de la palabra francés
rrota porque el ejército francés se sumariage (matrimonio). Maximiliponía ser uno de los más fuertes del
ano le gustaba tener esta música
mundo. En 1864, Napoleón mando
cuando había bodas en su corte.
28,000 tropas más para México. Esto lo
hizo sin el respaldo de la gente francés. El Cinco de Mayo, el día de la milaEsta vez, los soldados franceses capta- grosa victoria sobre los franceses,
ron al centro México y establecieron a empezó una era continua de lucha
Maximiliano y Carlota como emperay dificultad para la gente mexicadores de México.
na. Pero en fin, México recobró el
gobierno de su gente y el Cinco de
Benito Juárez, el legítimo presidente
Mayo es celebrado en Puebla and
liberal, escapó y siguió resistiendo a los
en los estados que bordan los Estafranceses por tres años. Cuando se
dos Unidos como una demostraacabó la guerra civil americana, los Esción de cultura y orgullo mexicano.
tado Unidos empezó a proveer armas a
los Juarenses y mando barcos de la
El día de independencia mexicano
armada de los Estados Unidos al Golfo es celebrado en Septiembre 16
de México. Esto hizo que los franceses cuando México se separó de Espase fueran y dejaran a Maximiliano sin
ña en Septiembre 16, 1821.
ayuda. El fue capturado y ejecutado en
1867.
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Teen Ink- by Ajalaa Claussen
Paradise in Plain Sight
My paradise lives in my mind
It mingles among my friends and
Weaves between my laughter
It hides behind my eyes
Like the light of day stuck behind
sad skies
That only a smile can reveal
My paradise whispers in my ear
Calming words and loving thoughts
It holds me tight in its embrace
It soars between the clouds
And takes me with it
I float among the stars, but only in my dreams
My paradise is only where I believe it is.
It has no limit time or place
It is what it is
…And I make what I want of it

San Lorenzo Students
Gila Cliff Dwellings Art Project 2016
San Lorenzo Elementary students celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the National Parks by painting pictures
using photos of the Cliff Dwellings as their inspiration.
One of the inspiration photos

This spring,
teacher Pat
Ross and the art
teacher, Mrs.
Crumbly, working with volunteers from the
Grant County
Archaeological
Society and the Gila Cliff Dwellings, through presentations
at the school and an art project, gave students the opportunity to learn about the Cliff Dwellings National Monument. In 2016, 4th graders across the U.S. have been
“adopted” by a nearby national monument, as part of the
“Kid in Every Park” program.
This spring and summer, artwork created by San Lorenzo
Elementary 4th graders will be exhibited at the Gila Cliff
Dwellings, at the school, at the Mimbres Culture Heritage
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Site, and other venues, beginning in
May. Come take a
look at the artwork,
and enjoy seeing one
of the special places
in our part of New
Mexico through the
eyes of our children.
Photos from a 2007
photo project, displayed in the art
room at San Lorenzo, provided the this year’s 3rd and
4th graders with views of the Dwellings and landscape
as seen by San
Lorenzo students eight
years ago .Those
photos, taken by
San Lorenzo students in 2007,
were part of an
award-winning
project that celebrated the
th
100 Anniversary of the Cliff Dwellings National Monument. In March 2007, San Lorenzo students each received a one use camera and used the cameras on a
visit to the Dwellings. Displays of the kids’ amazing
photography, at the Cliff Dwellings Visitor Center, the
Wilderness District Ranger Station, the Mimbres Culture Heritage Site (MCHS), and the school, allowed the
public, and families the opportunity to admire the
photos of the Cliff Dwellings, the Gila River, and the
pictographs near Lower Scorpion Campground. The
photo project sponsored, in part, by the Trail of the
Mountain Spirits Scenic Byway, won an award from
America’s Byways in 2009. Now the photos are inspiring this year’s 4th graders to create their own artwork.
Soon, both the photos from 2007 and the present day
students’ paintings and drawings will be on exhibit!
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and enjoying each other. Then, it’s night and time for
bed—only your alien is sad, not sleepy. You know exactly what your friend needs because this makes you
happy too. Can you guess what it is?

WHAT ARE YOU READING?

Your Alien
By Tammy Sauer

While this picture book is meant for pre-schoolers, its
message will give all ages that special “warm, fuzzy
feeling.”

Better than a teddy bear, wouldn’t it be
great to have an alien for a buddy?

Aunt Mary
Available at Bayard Public Library

Adventures at home and school are illustrated in large
colorful pictures as two friends spend a day having fun

SAN LORENZO ELEMENTARY OPENS NEW FOOD PANTRY
By Chris DeBolt
San Lorenzo Elementary is well known for welcoming
community members and families into the school to
create a more productive learning environment. To
further enhance San Lorenzo Elementary School’s
support of the community, they have partnered with
the organization Feeding America to open a permanent food pantry at the school. Principal Michael
Koury said this effort is to help all of the family members and children who attend San Lorenzo Elementary. The intention of the pantry is to supply extra
supplements of fresh fruit and vegetables, nonperishables, bread items, as well as some refrigerated
food.

(8:00am-3:00pm). The distribution is as easy as reporting
to the front office and signing in.

The San Lorenzo Elementary pantry will begin its distributions the first week of May during school hours

For more information and to confirm days and times,
please call Mr. Koury at San Lorenzo Elementary at 5369348.

Western Bluebird
The blue and rust colored Western
Bluebird used to be abundant all over
the West but loss of habitat and competition with the non-native European
starling has caused a decline. Starlings
are very aggressive and can push many
kinds of birds out of nesting sites. Bluebirds are still
around, in smaller numbers, nesting in birdhouses, hollows or old woodpecker holes. Usually two sets of four to
six pale blue eggs are laid in a year. Western bluebirds
have a blue head, wings and tail, rust-red breast, shoulders and back. Females are paler with a gray head and
throat. The young are gray with spotted breasts and
some blue in the wings and tail. Bluebirds feed heavily on
insects in the summer and in the winter they concentrate more on berries and small fruits; such as mistletoe
and juniper.




The first pantry distribution is scheduled for Tuesday
May 3rd, which will be bread goods and produce.
The second distribution will take place on Friday May
6th and will be boxed and canned goods as well as
refrigerated items.

This permanent pantry, located in the school, is the first of
its kind in Grant County and serves as an example of one
of the ways a community school serves its families. Hopefully, more school-based pantries will open in Grant County schools with San Lorenzo leading the way!

Conejo Mimbreῆo in April
Rabbits have to always be on the lookout
for hawks, like the red-tailed hawk. Last
month I saw a red-tailed hawk soaring in
the sky high above the Mimbres Valley.
Then he landed on a fence post. I hid in
the tall grass until he flew away. Hawks
like to eat rabbits for lunch. Yikes! The Mimbres Indians
painted lots of rabbits and lots of
birds on their pottery bowls.
Mimbres pottery bowl
1000 A.D.-1130 A.D.
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Where is Conejo Mimbreῆo? Sponsored
by the Grant County Archaeological Society
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Professional Care Giver
30 years plus experience, Excellent
references, Safe driving record, college
grad. Will take care of all your needs!
PETS TOO!
Please call Christine Bachand
Home 575-536-2826
Cell: 508-768-7274
Pieceofpita@Yahoo.com

SENIOR MOBILE FOOD PANTRY The third Wednesday of every month, the Gospel Mission in Silver City will distribute food at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 1301 North Swan Street from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. If you are 55 years of age or
older, live in Grant County and you need help with food, you are welcome to come by. Please bring your own box or
bag to put food in. Help carrying will be available if you need it. If you would like to lend a hand in helping to set up or
carrying boxes to cars, please show up at around 12:30 p.m.
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DONATIONS WANTED
A “HIGH FIVE” TO

Young people and children’s clothing and
accessories (no adult clothing please)
Furnishing and household items
Paint and building materials
Call Ester in Silver City 538-5268

MARILYN MARKEL
Valley resident Marilyn Markel and her
twin sister, Carilyn Alarid, have just released their fourth book in a series
about Mimbres children. “Runs Like the
Wind Stops in Her Tracks” teaches children about trustworthiness and the use
of a “talking stick”. All of the books
were written to help children learn the
importance of developing good character traits. Other books introduce themes of respect, citizenship, fairness, caring and responsibility.

Clean all cotton t-shirts any condition
Call Dawn in Mimbres 519-9150

Marilyn is so active in the community, that is hard to list
all of her accomplishments. She works with the children
at San Lorenzo Elementary and the Aldo Leopold Charter
School in Silver. She is the President of the Grant County
Archaeological Society and is very active at the Mimbres
Culture Heritage Site, just to name a few of her activities.
And lets not forget the Mimbres Messenger!

ANDREA WARNER
Andrea is now the Executive Director of
the Volunteer Center of Grant County.
Andrea lives and is very active in the
Mimbres Valley. She has a long history of working with
children and was instrumental in starting the Children’s
Garden at the San Lorenzo Elementary School. She is
also a member of the Grant County Seed Library Steering
Committee. Congratulations Andrea! We know you will
make the Mimbres proud in your new position.

JOYCE BIEBELLE
In the March issue of the Messenger, Joyce was recognized as the person employed the longest at the
Mimbres Café. She spent much of her career there baking the wonderful pies they served. After having some
time off since the Café closed, Joyce had time to estimate how many pies she had baked at the Café. 16,000
PIES! Conservatively, that’s 96,000 slices of pie. THAT’S
A LOT OF PIE and every one of them delicious!

Grant County Archaeological Society
Meeting and Program
Wednesday, May 18th
at the Mimbres Roundup Lodge
Pot luck at 6:00 PM—bring a dish to share. Meeting at
7:00 followed by a presentation by Marilyn Markel -The Wild West on the West Fork about the archaeology
and history of the West Fork Ruin, an interpretive site
near the Gila Cliff Dwellings. Everyone is welcome!
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR & HAPPENINGS
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - EVERY TUESDAY and FRIDAY - 5:30 pm Mimbres Roundup Lodge. Acklin Hill Road. Speaker
meeting - last Tuesday of the month. For more information 575-313-4693 or 888-388-1802.
CASAS ADOBES WATER ASSOCIATION - meets May 19 (third Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Roundup Lodge.
COMMODITIES DISTRIBUTION - May 11 (second Wednesday of every month) - 12 NOON to 2:00 pm - Roundup Lodge Please
bring a suitable box. Volunteers to help pack boxes are always needed.
DESERT WEST AUCTION - THE BIG RED BARN - Auction - Friday, April 29, Saturday, April 30, Sunday, May 1 - 3870 Hwy 35,
Mimbres. Any questions contact the Coogans either by email at desertwest@desertwestauction.com or call 575-536-9353.
Bid on-line starting at 11 am both Saturday and Sunday. At www.liveauctioneers.com or www.Icollector.com.
HMS MIMBRES CLINIC - Clinic Hours have been cut to two days. Monday and Wednesday 8:30 am to 12 noon and 1:00 pm to
5 pm. 575-536-3990
LA ESPERANZA VINEYARD & WINERY - NEW HOURS - Winery open Friday, Saturday and Sunday Noon to 6:00 pm.
Mimbres’ Award Winning Winery. For more information call 505-259-9523 or 505-238-6252.
MIMBRES CULTURE HERITAGE SITE - 14 Sage Drive (on Highway 35), The Mattocks Site and museum has a new winter schedule Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 11 am to 3 pm. Special group tours can be arranged by calling 575-536-3333 or 575-5363161 at least a week in advance.
MIMBRES EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE (MEMS) - Meetings have been cancelled until further notice. Contact Rebecca
Hazen 575-574-8344 for information.
MIMBRES FARM BUREAU - Thursday, May 12 Monthly meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. Pot-luck supper followed by a business meeting. Everyone welcome
MIMBRES VALLEY HEALTH ACTION LEAGUE - Annual Membership Dinner Meeting May 11 - 6:00 pm Roundup Lodge,
Acklin Hill Road, San Lorenzo. Valley Residents Welcome.
MIMBRES VALLEY ROUNDUP LODGE BOOSTER CLUB Acklin Hill Road - Calendar of events.
BOOSTER CLUB MONTHLY MEETING. Thursday, May 5 - 5:30 pm - first Thursday of each month. New members welcome.
Light dinner served.
BINGO - May 8 - 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm - Second Sunday of each month. Roundup Lodge - $5 a card or 3 for $10.00. Grand
prize $50 cash.
MIMBRES VALLEY SENIOR CENTER - LUNCH DAILY— Monday - Friday 11:30 Reservations are requested one day in advance.
EXERCISE FOR SENIORS -Every Tuesday - 10:00 am Stretching and light weight lifting. For information call Thelma Melvin
536-2899
SENIOR CENTER ADVISORY COUNCIL - Meeting at the Center - May 23 (meets 4th Tuesday of each month after lunch)
MIMBRES VALLEY THERAPEUTIC HEALING MASSAGES - Tuesdays and Saturdays - 9:30 am - 5:30 pm - 2739 Highway 35.
For appointments call 575-574-7069
NATIVE FLOW YOGA - Monday - Friday 11:00 am to Noon and 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm - Saturday, VINASA FLOW 11 am - noon
Beginning and intermediate levels. All ages welcome. Gentle Vinasa Flow and Restorative Yoga. $8 per class or $50 unlimited
monthly. For more information contact Camille at 575-313-0728
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) Local meetings every week. “Just for the health of it.” For more information call Paula
Norero at 536-9433 or email at paula@gilanet.com.
VALLE MIMBRES MARKET - TUESDAY to SATURDAY 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm; - 2739 Highway 35. Fresh organic and local
produce, groceries and more . Credit, debit, EBT, or local checks, we even take cash. Every Saturday 10% off all fresh produce. 575-574-7069
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COUNTY CALENDAR
ALBERTSONS - May 4 - First Wednesday. Seniors 55+ get 10% off. All day.
BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN - May 11 - 2nd WEDNESDAYS - 6:00 pm Gila Regional Conference Room. Subject to change.
Please call first. 575-574-2888
BAYARD AL-ANON - WEDNESDAYS, 6:00 PM - Bayard Housing Authority - 100 Runnels Drive, (near Our Lady of Fatima Parish
in Bayard)
BOOKMOBILE WEST SCHEDULE - THURSDAY, May 19 (There will be no bookmobile in June-so plan ahead!)
Mimbres - NEW LOCATION - Living Harvest Bakery
9:45 am - 10:45 am
Lake Roberts - Sapillo Creek Fire Station
11:45 am - 12:45 pm
Doc Campbell’s Post (near Gila Cliff Dwellings)
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
FORT BAYARD WALKING TOURS - Expanded Tour and times from Now – September 24. The Museum open Saturdays, 9:15 am
to noon and Mondays from 10 am to 2 pm. Private tours for family and friends visiting the area. Call 575-965-3294 or 575-3889123or 575-574-8779
GRANT COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - May 18 - 3rd WEDS - 6:00 pm. Roundup Lodge, 91 Acklin Hill Road, Mimbres
Business meeting at 6:00. Program at 7:00 pm. Presentation by Marilyn Markel/ For more information, call Marilyn Markel 5369337.
GRANT COUNTY ROLLING STONES GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY - May 12 - (2nd THURSDAY), 6:00 pm - Meeting and potluck
followed by a rock draw. Bring your own service ware and dish to share. Silver City Senior Center - 204 W. Victoria Street in
Silver City 575-536-1393 rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com Field trip Saturday, May 20 the 3rd Saturday of the month at
8:30 am. For more information contact Ansel Walters at 575-388-2010
HI LO SILVERS SPRING CONCERT - Friday, May 6 at 7 pm and Sunday, May 8 at 3 pm - First Presbyterian Church, 1915 N.
Swan Street, Silver City. Free Concert! The women’s chorus will sing standards and songs from Broadway and film. Directed
by Nada Dates and accompanied by Rhoda Gorog on piano and Bill Baldwin on bass violin. More info: call 575-388-8771 or
email: cqhbaldwin@q.com
MS SUPPORT GROUP - First Tuesday of the month at 11:30 am for lunch in Silver City. Meetings are held in various Silver City
area restaurants. New members with Multiple Sclerosis are welcome. Email huseworld@yahoo.com for the location.
SILVER CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCH MEETING - Thursday, May 5 - 11:45 am Sunset Room of the WNMU Student
Cafeteria located on the second floor of the Student Memorial Building at 1000 West College Avenue in Silver City. Speaker will
be Myles Copeland, New Mexico Cabinet Secretary of the Aging and Long-’term Services Department. Meeting free, $15 charge
for lunch. For more information contact the Silver City Grant County Chamber of Commerce at 575-538-3785
SILVER CITY FOOD CO-OP - Calendar of Events contact the Food Co-op at 575-388-2343 or www.silvercityfoodcoop.com for
information on any event.
SILVER CITY FOOD CO-OP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - Sunday, May 1 - 12 to 3:30 pm - The Volunteer Center
501 East 13th Street.
COMMUNITY FORUM - COOPERATIVE IN A COMPETITIVE MARKETPLACE - Thursday, May 12 - noon to 1 pm Led by
the board members of the Co-op. Community room at 614 N. Bullard St.
INDOOR ARTISAN MARKET - Saturday, May 14 - 9 am to 2 pm. Handcrafted unique items. The Community Room at the
Market Café 614 N Bullard St. Interested in selling your wares? Call Charmeine at 388-2343 or email
charmeine@silvercityfoodcoop.com
COMMUNITY FLEA MARKET - Saturday, May 28 - 9 am - 2 pm - Held monthly in the backyard of The Market Café 614 N.
Bullard, adjacent to the Farmers’ Market. Find or sell a treasure. Great opportunity to sell your wares—no need to promote your
own sale. The Co-op will do it for you! Call Charmeine or email her at Charmeine@silvercityfoodcoop.com
POPCORN FRIDAYS! Enjoy Free Organic Popcorn and Food Samples at the Silver City Food Co-op 520 North Bullard
WALGREENS - Tuesday, May 2 and May 16 (1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month) - SENIOR DISCOUNT - 20% off of items not
on sale.
WIDOWED AND SINGLE PERSONS OF GRANT COUNTY - Monday, May 9 - Sign in at 10:30 am - (second Monday of each
month) Cross Point Assembly of God church (formerly Glad Tidings Church) 11600 Hwy 180 E. Sign in at 10:30 am. Entertainment to be announced. Cost for lunch is $12. All singles are welcome For information, call 575-537-3643.
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Third Annual Valle Mimbres Youth Art Show 2016
Once again Valle Mimbres Market is holding an art show
for the young artists of the Mimbres Valley.
This very special art show opens May 14th, at 4:00 pm at the Valle Mimbres Market
Showroom located at 2739 Highway 35 (575-574-7069). The show will last until May 28th, 2016.
Come see what a selected few of our local talented youths are creating and show
support to all our children.
***

CATHOLIC
SERVICES
San Lorenzo Mission
Every Sunday at 9:30 am

San Juan Mission

Alternate Saturdays at 3:30 p.m

LOCAL
CHURCHES

MIMBRES UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
2622 Highway 35 in
Mimbres

(Next to the Senior Citizen’s Center)

San Jose Mission

Pastor Michael Brunk
575-313-5806

Alternate Saturdays at 3:30 pm

We invite you to join us for:

For information regarding San Juan and
San Jose services call 537-3691

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:15 AM

in Faywood

RIO MIMBRES
BAPTIST CHURCH
29 Cactus Drive, Mimbres, NM
575-536-9543

Sunday Worship
Nursery provided 9:45 am to 12:30 pm
Bible Study 9:45 am
Worship at 11:00 am
Wednesday Worship Services 6:00 pm
Where everyone is welcome to worship
and experience God’s Love

Open Hearts ~ Open Minds ~ Open Doors

TEAMKIDS AND YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 PM

BAYARD CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Route 180 in Bayard

Come have fun
and learn
about our Creator!
For grades K-12th
Phone: 575-536-9543
laceofjadeknight@hotmail.com

29 Cactus Dr., Mimbres

SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday School 9:30 am - 10:30 am
Worship services
10:30 am - 11:30am & 5:30 pm
BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday 5:30 PM
“Two or more meet together in my
name, I will be there also.”
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MAY, BEING THE MONTH OF GRADUATIONS,
ADVICE FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
11 things you did not and will not learn in school
Taken from a speech given many years ago by
Bill Gates to high school students

RULE 1: Life is not fair - get used to it!
RULE 2: The world doesn’t care about your self esteem.
The world will expect you to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.
RULE 3: You will NOT make $60,00 a year right out of
high school. You won’t be a vice-president with a carphone until you earn both.
RULE 4: If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you
get a boss.
RULE 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity.
Your grandparents had a different word for burger flipping: they called it opportunity.
RULE 6: If you mess up, it’s not your parents’ fault, so
don’t whine about your mistakes, learn from them.
RULE 7: Before you were born, your parents weren’t as
boring as they are now. They got that way from paying
your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk
about how cool you thought you were. So before you
save the rain forest from the parasites of your parent’s
generation, try delousing the closet in your own room.
RULE 8: Your school may have done away with winners
and losers, but life HAS NOT. In some schools they have
abolished failing grades and they’ll give you as MANY
TIMES as you want to get the right answer. This doesn’t
bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life.
RULE 9: Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t
get summers off and very few employers are interested
in helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do that on your own
time.
RULE 10: Television is NOT real life. In real life people
actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs.
RULE 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you’ll end up
working for one.
If you can read this...Thank a teacher!

MIMBRES VALLEY HEALTH
ACTION LEAGUE
INVITES YOU TO OUR
SIXTH ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP CELEBRATION

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
6:00PM
THE ROUNDUP LODGE
91 ACKLIN HILL, SAN LORENZO
Presentations by project managers:
Messenger ● Harvest Festival ● Farmers
Market ● Monthly Food Distribution
Community Garden and Greenhouse with San Lorenzo Elementary School

Dinner, Drinks, Dessert & Door Prizes
For more information, call 575-574-7674

COMMENT ON AIRLINE TRAVEL
“You have to be going to a pretty awful
place if getting there is half the fun.”
Miss Piggy
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Law Access New Mexico
is a free telephone legal advice service for low
income New Mexicans to help solve
civil legal problems. Our toll-free
helpline is open 8:45 am - 3:30 pm
Monday– Friday.
1-800-340-9771
Asesoria Legal GRATIS via el
telephono para personas viviendo en
Nuevo Mexico con problemas legales
civiles y cuyos ingresos sean bajos.
Las Lineas estan abaiertas durante
las horas de 8:45ms a 3:30pm, Lunes a
Viernes.

PLEASE PATRONIZE ALL OF OUR
ADVERTISERS. THEY ARE THE PRIMARY
REASON YOU GET THIS PAPER FOR FREE.
Please stop by for an
“All You Can Enjoy Breakfast Buffet”
New Hours

Breakfast served 7 am to 12 pm

Fresh ground whole grain
Bread, muffins, cookies, etc.
Baked with purpose.
Located just North of mile maker 2
on Highway 35 in Mimbres
Open Tuesday through Saturday
From 7:00 am Noon

Desert West On Line Auction Service
Specializing in Native American
Jewelry, Kachinas, Folk Art
Pottery, Rugs and Paintings

Let Us Sell for You on the Internet
Call Jane at 1-575-536-9353
desertwest@desertwestauction.com

Kate Brown Pottery & Tile
Showroom in the
Mimbres
By Appointment
575-536-9935
Katebrown@gilanet.com
Katebrownpottery.com
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Mimbreῆo Pets ~ Banjo and his person Franz
By Anna Willhite
Banjo, a handsome Red
Heeler, was adopted from a
rescue shelter in Flagstaff
in 2003, when he was 3 or
4 years old. It was believed that he had come
from around Snowflake and
the reservation. Surprisingly, since he is such a handsome fellow, he was not
the first choice for adoption, although he “talked”
to prospective rescuers in
an obvious bid for the chance to go to a real home. The
first rescue selected, however, was not a good one. That
dog promptly destroyed the leather interior of the car
transporting him to his new home and went back to the
shelter, where the gregarious Banjo knew a good thing
was afoot and behaved accordingly. Since then, Banjo
and his family have lived in several places, ending up
here in the Valley.
Always mannerly and outgoing, Banjo has a calm and
dignified bearing. His affectionate nature encourages
everyone he meets to share a pat or, if he really likes
you, a belly rub. He likes kids and can always be encouraged to “speak” for them, adults, too. He can also be
persuaded to “sing” like a coyote. He plays hide-andseek and enjoys a daily game of “stick”. When he is in
town, he can operate the automatic doors at Albertsons.
He likes the great outdoors, and is always up for a hike
with his pals.
Banjo has grown up with Franz’s children, and is notably
attached to both of them, as he is to Franz. For many
years, he went to work with Franz, in several interesting
and diverse settings. He enjoys the company and companionship of people.

Being the social animal that he is, Banjo likes to go visiting. These days, when he doesn’t always get to go to
work, he sometimes gets bored at home alone. Having
been a visitor at my house, he has formed the habit of
coming down the hill to spend the day when he needs
company, announcing his arrival at the door with a discreet bark. This works well because Franz passes by on
his way home, and stops to offer Banjo a lift up the hill,
usually in the back of the pickup truck. Although during
the winter, in the cold, he does prefer a ride in the cab.
He is always ready for a ride, and will automatically go
to the tailgate as soon as it is open.
His visiting ways have sometimes resulted in his being
classified as a runaway. A few years ago, probably during a thunderstorm, he showed up at some friends’
house down on Rte 35 and was contented to stay there
for about a week. The story was that it was chicken
soup week, and the menu was to his liking. He returned when a poster notice resulted in his “rescue”
back to home.

In his younger days, he
was not the sedate, senior gentleman that he is
today. Up at the East
Fork Grapevine
Campground, he teamed
up with a suspected part
dingo for hunting and
such. They hunted deer, chipmunks, raccoons and
pack rats. He also formerly preyed on feral cats. These
days, he has mended his ways considerably, especially
with cats; and he now shares a home with one, and visits one down the hill. On one known occasion, he
caught a bird. He apparently has ignored his breeding
when it comes to cattle. Once up on Lone Mountain,
he spotted a herd approaching, and thought to engage
them somehow. When they started after him, he hid
behind Franz. Apparently size and numbers do matter.
For all of his interactions with wildlife, he still has not
learned to avoid skunks. Occasional olfactory evidence
confirms this unfortunate fact.
Banjo is what is casually known as a Good Dog, which in
his case is shorthand for a handsome, lovable and always welcome guest.
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FRED’S BARBER SHOP
Fred Disert licensed barber
575-313-1212
28 Chamisa Road
Bottom of Hill

Friday and Saturday
10 am to 5 pm

Locally Raised!

GRASS-FED
BEEF

Available at:
Bayard Food Basket - newly remodeled
Silver City Food Basket - newly remodeled
Wrangler’s Daily Special
Susieville Grass-Fed Beef
Quarter Pound Burger with Fries

RESTAURANT DEL SOL
Dine In or Take Out

Located inside La Tienda del Sol

Authentic New Mexican Food & More
Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Wednesdays - German Cuisine
Fridays - Fish Special
Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 8 am to 6:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday 9 am to 6:30 pm

La Esperanza Vineyards and Winery
David and Esperanza Gurule
100 De La O Sherman, NM
Open for Wine Tastings ~ New Hours
Friday, Saturday & Sunday ~ Noon to 6:00 pm

In Addition to Wines, now serving New Mexico Beers
(505) 259-9523 (505) 238-6252
laesperanzavineyardandwinery@gmail.com
www.laesperanzavineyardandwinery.com
The only location in the Mimbres Valley licensed to sell
wine and beer to take home.
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PRODUCE OF THE MONTH ~ By Frankie at Valle Mimbres
ASPARAGUS (Asparagus officinalis)

Serving Suggestions

A perennial plant with an underground crown which produces edible stems that grow a tall feathery foliage, it was
originally cultivated by the ancient Egyptians and Romans
as far back as 3000 BC. The female plants have small red
berries which are poisonous to humans.

The shoots are typically served as an appetizer or a vegetable side dish. They can be eaten raw as part of a salad,
steamed, sautéed, grilled or used in stews and soups.
Great stir-fried with chicken, shrimp or beef. For a delicate soup, cook small pieces in veggie or chicken broth,
with lemon juice, butter and cream. Delicious with pasta, goat cheese or sweet peas. Serve them warm with
mayonnaise, mustard, tartare sauce or Hollandaise
sauce or serve cold marinated in a lemon vinaigrette.

Selecting and Storing
Only the young asparagus shoots are eaten, before the
buds open up. Most are green or purple but in Europe and
Northern Africa, the stems lack pigmentation as they are
blanched with a cover of dirt, making them sweeter and
more tender. These are called “Edible Ivory”. Thicker
stalks may be woody, and will need to have the skin at the
base peeled. Asparagus stems standing up in an open container with a little water or wrapped in a wet cloth will
keep for a few days under refrigeration. The stems can be
dried or quickly blanched, cooled with cold water, dried
and bagged to be kept frozen for a few months. White
asparagus can be peeled and canned or pickled.

Nutrients
Low in calories and sodium, they are a good source of the
vitamins: beta-carotene (precursor of B1), thiamine (B1),
riboflavin (B2), niacin (B3), pyridoxine (B6), folic acid (B9),
C, E, K and rutin (P1) and the minerals: calcium, magnesium, zinc, iron, phosphorus, potassium, copper, manganese, selenium, and chromium (enhances the ability of
insulin to transport glucose). Asparagus is also rich in the
amino acid asparagine. Eating asparagus will give the urine
a characteristic smell shortly after ingestion.
5
MAY

8
MAY

Recipe: Asparagus au Gratin
Cook 1 lb. cleaned and trimmed asparagus stems in hot
salted water until crisp (4 min.). Toast 3 slices of bread
till dry, then chop fine or blend to coarse crumbs. In a
heavy skillet warm 2 Tbsp unsalted butter or olive oil,
add 1/2 cup finely chopped shallots or yellow onion and
cook till just translucent (3 min.). Add 2 Tbsp olive oil,
the bread crumbs, 1/4 cup coarsely chopped toasted
pecans or pinyon nuts, 1/4 tsp rubbed sage, 1/3 tsp
coarsely ground black pepper, 1/3 tsp sea salt and cook
stirring for a few minutes. Pre-heat broiler. On the
bottom of a small ovenproof baking dish, place 1/2 cup
plain yogurt or cream mixed with a little lemon juice or
Mascarpone cheese. On top of the cream layer the asparagus side by side, cover with 1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese (or finely chopped toasted cashews), top
with the onion and crumb mix and a little more Parmesan (or cashews). Broil a couple of minutes until topping
is golden brown. Serve hot.

2
MAY

1

3
MAY

0
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Botanical Notecards
for all occasions
Many designs to choose from
Reasonably priced at
$3 each or 4 for $10
Contact Sally Ginet at
jnsdurango@yahoo.com

ANITA SPERBERG
Independent Beauty Consultant

P.O. BOX 284
MIMBRES, NM 88049
970-302-8885
www.marykay.com/alsperberg

tom@laws-co.com
575-388-1951

909 N Hudson Street
Silver City, NM 8806
Fax 575-388-1953

Mimbres Valley
Therapeutic Healing
Massage
Tuesday and Saturday ~ 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
2739 Highway 35
For appointments, call 575-574-7069

Valle Mimbres Market
Shirley Mize
Mile Marker 14 Highway 35
Phone (575) 536-3234
E-mail

Cell (575) 574-2805

mize.shirley@yahoo.com

Tuesday through Saturday
12 pm till 6 pm
Fresh Produce
Natural Groceries
2739 Highway 35, Mimbres
575-574-7069
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MESSENGER ON-LINE ~ BLACK RANGE RAG
Everyone is looking forward to summer. The spring lilac
bloom in front of the Lodge has come and gone – a victim
either of cold or winds. But for a short while, it was aromatic and lovely.
Activities at the Lodge remain brisk, future parties and
events are on the horizon and the Mimbres Booster Club
has scheduled the second annual Plant Sale for May 13 to
15. There will be potted house plants, garden flowers
and veggies, flower seeds and flowering trees ready to
transplant. Various other garden accessories will also be
available. Plan on coming by the Lodge to pick out something green and/or blooming to brighten your day.
Because the first Sunday in May is May 1st, Bingo will be a
little earlier in the month than usual; the second Sunday
of May is May 8th. Join us for a fun afternoon of Bingo –
mark your calendar.
Anyone who brings a new toy to Bingo, priced at approximately $10, will receive a fourth Bingo card with the purchase of the three-card package. Again, the Mimbres
Booster Club will be collecting new, age-appropriate toys
for its annual Christmas gifts to San Lorenzo Elementary
School students, ages three years to twelve years.
The Lodge is available to rent for private parties and
events, which will be held with increasing frequency during the summer months. Reserve early for your birthday,
anniversary or other party to assure availability of dates.
Until further notice, call Anna at 536-9323 to make arrangements.

Three years ago, Bob Barnes of Hillsboro, started his
not-for-profit website, http://www.blackrange.org,
and has put the Mimbres Messenger on line since April
2014. The website is dedicated to the National History
and Human Culture of the Black Range.
Bob reports that his readership has been holding
steady at 1,300 per month. And has had more than
150,000 page views since its inception.
Check out the Mimbres Messenger on-line and see it in
color. You can contribute to this great website on the
blog or forum. Go http://www.blackrange.org and
check out the wonderful photography, historical information and informative articles.

PLANT and GARDEN SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 13 ~ noon to 3:00 pm
SATURDAY, MAY 14 ~ 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
SUNDAY, MAY 15 ~ noon to 3:00 pm

Mimbres Roundup Lodge
House plants, starter trees, vegetable starters,
seeds, flowers and gardening accessories
Come for breakfast or lunch

Your Community Center

Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day
2 pm to 5 pm
Come join the fun!
CARDS
$5 FOR 1 OR
$10 FOR 3
Plus More Money Games
And new prizes!

$50
Grand Prize
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Mimbres Messenger
P. O. Box 137
Mimbres, NM 88049

Mimbres Messenger
Farmers’ Market
Harvest Festival
Commodities Distribution
The San Lorenzo

Please email any suggestions, articles,
announcements, upcoming events,
advertising, etc. for consideration
by the editors to:
willhite200@aol.com
We’re on the web
www.mvhal.org
www.mimbresharvestfest.com
www.blackrange.org

Children’s Garden

BULLETIN BOARD
Wednesday, May 11– 6:00 pm Mimbres Valley Health Action League Board Meeting. Roundup Lodge, Acklin Hill
Road. ALL VALLEY RESIDENTS WELCOME
WEDNESDAY, May 11 - Noon to 2 pm
Commodities Pickup ~ Roundup Lodge - Volunteers needed to pack food. Please bring suitable boxes.

The Mimbres Valley Health Action League was founded for the purposes of improving the health, well-being, and quality of life for the people
of the Mimbres region. Some of the ways targeted to do that are by improving communication and social networks, providing preventive
health education, improving access to health and social services, increasing financial and economic stability, increasing recreation opportunities, increasing education opportunities, and promoting a safe and healthy environment.

Tour of the Gila Celebrates 30th Edition
Celebrating its 30th edition, the race will continue the
tradition of welcoming the most outstanding UCI professional teams across North America and beyond.

Thursday, May 5

Celebrating its 30th Edition in 2016, Tour of the Gila
takes place in and around Silver City and consists of
three road race stages, an individual time trial, and a
criterium. Stage 1 is a point-to-point road race ending
on a 6.7-mile climb that peaks at a 19-percent grade en
route to the ghost town of Mogollon. The criterium is
held in downtown Silver City with high speeds and 90degree turns. The iconic “Gila Monster” road race final
stage consists of over 9,000 feet of climbing for the
men and over 5,500 feet for the women, ending in the
tiny enclave of Pinos Altos, nestled in the Gila National
Forest.
Rising stars and veterans of men’s and women’s professional cycling will tackle what many call “America’s
toughest stage race,” during the 2016 Tour of the Gila,
May 4-8.

Mimbres Valley Residents can expect to see bicycle riders on NM 35 from 9 AM to 1:30 PM. NM 15 will be
closed from the intersections of NM15 and NM 35 to
Pinos Altos from 7 AM to 12:30 PM

Sunday, May 8
Mimbres Valley Residents can expect to see bicycle riders on NM 35 from 8 AM to 1:30 AM. NM 15 will be
closed from the intersection of NM 15 and NM 35 to Pinos Altos from 9 AM to 1:30 PM.
For more information www.tourofthegila.com or call
575-590-2612.
Please watch out for the cyclists, both while they are in
the area training and during the races. Be courteous and
keep them safe!

